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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

1. Claims 1-4, 6-11, 13, 15-23, 25-27, 29-33, 36-46 and 48-61 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by U. S. Patent No. 5,617,1 14 (Bier et al.), herein 
referred to as Bier. 

Referring to claims 1 and 61, Bier discloses a method of presenting a computer user 
interface for performing an action on a selected displayed item amongst a plurality of items 
(column 3, lines 14-23). Bier also discloses presenting a moveable displayed user interface 
element with an area displayed within the user interface element for receiving activation (column 
4, lines 62-65). Bier discloses that responsive to detecting that the user interface is over a 
displayed item, selecting the displayed item (column 4, lines 62-65). Bier also discloses 
receiving an activation, wherein the user chooses an operation within the user interface element 
and causing an action to be carried out on the selected item (column 4, lines 62-67). 

Referring to claim 2, Bier discloses highlighting the selected item (column 13, line 65). 

Referring to claim 3, Bier discloses at least one user interface element within the 
moveable user interface element (column 5, lines 3-5). 

Referring to claim 4, Bier discloses buttons displayed within the moveable user interface 
element (Figure 6). 
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Referring to claim 6, Bier discloses that the moveable user interface element contains 
buttons and text boxes (Figure 6 and Figure 8). 

Referring to claim 7, Bier discloses that the text box is updated to indicate information 
about a displayed item when the displayed user interface element moves over the displayed item 
(Figure 8). 

Referring to claim 8, Bier discloses a displayed pointer separate from the moveable 
displayed user interface element (reference number 55, Figure 1) and in responsive to 
determining the moveable displayed user interface element is being dragged by the displayed 
pointer, repositioning the moveable displayed user interface element (column 4, lines 62-65). 

Referring to claim 9, Bier discloses that responsive to detecting the user interface element 
is over a displayed item displaying information about the displayed item (Figure 8). 

Referring to claim 10, Bier discloses that the information about the displayed item is 
displayed within the moveable user interface element (Figure 8). 

Referring to claim 11, Bier discloses accepting a modification of the information and 
modifying the displayed item in accordance with the accepted information (column 5, lines 1-5). 

Referring to claim 13, Bier discloses that responsive to detecting that the user interface 
element over one of the displayed items, displaying properties of the displayed item (Figure 8). 

Referring to claims 15 and 16, Bier discloses that the description of the action is 
presented within the moveable user interface element and within the area within this moveable 
user interface element (Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 17, Bier discloses that the description comprises a text description of 
the action (Figure 6). 
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Referring to claim 18, Bier discloses that the description comprises the word 'delete' 
(Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 19, Bier discloses that responsive to receiving the activation, moving 
the moveable displayed user interface element along with the item (column 5, hnes 24-25). 

Referring to claim 20, Bier discloses a computer user interface for performing operations on 
displayed items (column 3, lines 14-23). Bier discloses receiving an indication that a particular 
function is to be performed on a displayed item and upon this indication, responding by 
displaying a moveable displayed user interface element for performing a particular function 
(column 4, lines 55-65). Bier also discloses that responsive to the user selecting from a 
particular area in the display, the moveable user interface element moving to that area and 
selecting the item (column 4, lines 62-65). Bier then discloses that the user receives an 
activation indication, wherein the user chooses an option that performs a particular function on 
the selected displayed item (column 4, lines 62-67). 

Referring to claim 21, Bier discloses a moveable user interface element for performing an 
operation on an item out of a plurality of items displayed on a display (column 3, lines 14-23), 
the moveable user interface operable to cause selection of the item as it is moved about the 
display (column 4, lines 55-65). Bier also discloses area within this user interface element, 
which is designated for receiving activation from a user to initiate the operation on a selected 
item (column 4, lines 62-67). 

Referring to claim 22, Bier discloses that the user interface element is operable to be 
moved by being dragged by a displayed pointer (column 5, lines 56-59). 



Application/Control Number: 09/737,6 1 7 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2173 

Referring to claim 23, Bier discloses that within the user interface element is an area 
indicating the name of the operation initiated on the selected item (Figure 8). 

Referring to claim 25, Bier discloses a separate drag area for moving the moveable 
displayed user interface element about the display (column 17, lines 10-14). 

Referring to claim 26, Bier a display that comprises a table, wherein the plurality of items 
comprises columns in the table, as is the case in spreadsheets (column 1, lines 38-41). 

Referring to claim 27, Bier discloses an area within the user interface element, wherein a 
button is displayed for using for receiving an activation ((Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 29, Bier discloses an area, which is designated for saving the operation 
upon activation, wherein the saved operations are displayed (Figures 6 and 8). 

Referring to claim 30, Bier discloses that the operation comprises a plurality of steps 
(column 5, lines 20-23). 

Referring to claim 31, Bier discloses a delete operation (Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 32, Bier discloses a move operation (Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 33, Bier discloses a format operation (Figure 23). 

Referring to claim 36, Bier discloses a "copy" operation, which allows for information to 
be received from a location (Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 37, Bier discloses an area operable to cause the displayed user 
interface element to move to a displayed item neighboring a currently selected displayed item 
(Figure 6). 



Application/Control Number: 09/737,6 1 7 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2173 

Referring to claim 38, Bier discloses an area operable to cause the displayed user 
interface element to move from a currently selected displayed item to a displayed next item 
(Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 39, Bier a display area for presenting information about a selected 
item (Figure 8). 

Referring to claim 40, Bier discloses that information about the selected item is editable 
to modify the selected item (Figure 8). 

Referring to claim 41, Bier discloses that the display area for presenting information 
about a selected area, is transparent, and is inhibited during the movement of the user interface 
element (column 8, lines 5-7). 

Referring to claim 42, Bier discloses automatically updating information about the 
selected item when the item is selected (column 14, lines 42-43). 

Referring to claim 43, Bier discloses that the information about the selected items 
comprises a property of the selected item (column 14, lines 42-45). 

Referring to claim 44, Bier discloses that information about the selected item comprises 
formatting information about the selected item (column 14, lines 42-45). 

Referring to claim 45, Bier discloses that the information about the selected item displays 
the name of the selected item (Figure 13). 

Referring to claim 46, Bier discloses a moveable user interface used to select an item 
when the user interface element is displayed and is moved over the item (column 4, lines 62-65). 
Bier also discloses a display area with the name of operations and buttons for receiving an 



Application/Control Number: 09/737,6 1 7 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2173 

indication that the operation is to be performed on the selected item (column 4, lines 62-67 and 
Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 48, Bier discloses a means for selecting a displayed item, when a 
moveable displayed user interface element is moved over the displayed item (column 4, lines 62- 
65). Bier discloses receiving an activation indication to perform an operation on the selected 
item, by choosing an option from the moveable menu (column 4, lines 62-67 and Figure 6). 

Referring to claim 49, Bier discloses a means for determining when a moveable user 
interface element is moved over a plurality of areas to select a distinct area or item, which will 
serve as the target for the user's requests (column 4, lines 62-65). The regions of selectable area 
are associated with the targets that will be selected for the user to manipulate (column 4, lines 
62-67). Bier also discloses a list of the plurality of displayed regions, the list being represented 
as the items of a spreadsheet document, that serve as targets that can be selected (column 1, line 
39). Bier also discloses acquiring target functionality wherein the functionality would be 
displayed as the menu attributes in relation to the document, herein the document being a 
spreadsheet (column 4, lines 62-67). Bier discloses release target functionality, wherein the 
moveable menu is released when the target object is released (column 13, lines 9-12). Bier also 
discloses whether the an item in the selectable region has been selected with a moveable menu 
displayed over it, and further goes to execute the options associated with this selected target, and 
release the target (column 13, lines 5-10). 

Referring to claim 50, Bier discloses choosing an item over a plurality of items, through 
the manipulation of displayed moveable user interface element (column 4, lines 62-65). Bier 
also discloses a list of the plurality of displayed regions, the Hst being represented as the items of 
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a spreadsheet document, that serve as targets that can be selected (column 1, line 39). Bier 
discloses determining when the moveable user interface has been moved to a location, consulting 
a list of regions, which would be done in a spreadsheet document, to determine whether the 
moveable displayed item has been chosen and moved over the item to be chosen for modification 
(column 13, lines 60-65). Bier discloses that upon determining the moveable item has been 
moved over a selected item, taking an action with respect to one of the chosen targets (column 
13, lines 60-67). 

Referring to claim 51, Bier discloses that at least two displayed items are selected, and 
wherein responsive to receiving an activation further comprises causing, the action to be 
performed on the at least two displayed items (Figure 8). 

Referring to claim 52, Bier discloses detecting that the user interface element is over a 
displayed item comprises detecting that any portion of the user interface element is over the 
displayed item (Figure 8 and column 13, lines 61-65). 

Referring to claim 53, Bier discloses wherein the moveable displayed user interface 
element comprises a hot point and wherein detecting that the user interface element is over a 
displayed item comprises detecting that the hot point is over the displayed item (column 13, lines 
61-66). 

Referring to claim 54, Bier discloses that the hot point location can be specified by a user 
(column 13, lines 61-66). 

Referring to claim 55, Bier discloses that the displayed item comprises a reference area 
and wherein detecting that the user interface element is over a displayed item comprises 
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detecting that the moveable displayed user interface, element is over the reference area (column 
13, lines 61-66). 

Referring to claim 56, Bier discloses that the reference area is larger than the displayed 
item (column 13, lines 60-61). 

Referring to claim 57, Bier discloses that the reference area is smaller than the displayed 
item (column 13, lines 63-65). 

Referring to claim 58, Bier discloses that responsive to detecting that the user interface 
element has moved off a displayed item, releasing the displayed item (column 13, lines 9-12). 

Referring to claim 59 and 60, Bier discloses a computer-readable medium comprising 
computer-executable instructions for performing the methods of claim 1 and presenting the 
moveable displayed user interface element of claim 21 (column 7, lines 20-29). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
marmer in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 5 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bier 

Referring to claim 5, Bier does not explicitly disclose that the moveable user interface 

element comprises a button for confirming the action and a button for canceling the action. Bier 

does disclose that formatting options for the menus are given based on the type of documents, 

wherein in a text document, font, size and style would be options. It would have been obvious 

for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to include buttons for confirming and 
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canceling which are included in word processing documents. Hence it would have been obvious 
for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to implement common word processing 
buttons as confirming the action and canceling the action in the moveable menu of Bier. 

Referring to claim 28, Bier does not explicitly disclose an "undo" option in the user 
interface element. Bier does disclose that formatting options for the menus are given based on 
the type of documents, wherein in a text document, font, size and style would be options. It 
would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to include an 
"undo" option, which is included in word processing documents. Hence it would have been 
obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to implement common word 
processing options as the "undo" option in the moveable menu of Bier. 

3. Claims 12, 14 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bier 
and "Information - Are You Being Served?" (Jon Crowcroft). 

Referring to claim 12, Bier discloses accepting a modification of the information, 
wherein the user is allowed to change components of documents (column 14, lines 42-45). Bier 
would need some way to process these changes such as is necessary for computer systems, 
wherein requests by users are processed by the computer system and then changes are made to 
the display based on these requests. Bier does not clearly state sending the modification to a 
server computer for processing, as stated in the claims. Crowcroft teaches that in client/server 
systems, the changes and requests made by clients are sent to the server for processing, wherein 
these changes will be sent back to the client for displaying, as is the case for processing 
information in web pages (page 1, lines 15-17 and page 4, line 7). It would have been obvious 
for Bier to learn from the reference and to ftirther implement a client/server system such as the 
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Internet, wherein the changes would be processed and the modifications would be sent to a 
server for applying these changes. Bier discusses that the items chosen, wherein the 
modifications will be made to are documents, the "text" and "graphic" documents which would 
include web pages. Hence, these web pages would require a chent/server system as mentioned in 
Crowcroft, wherein the requests made by the user to modify the display would be sent to the 
server for processing. One skilled in the art, at the time of the invention, would have been 
motivated to learn from the reference to add on the client/server system through which the user 
would display the documents or the web pages. 

Referring to claim 14, Bier discloses that the items selected are documents and these 
documents can be rendered and the actions can be used to modify these pages (Figure 8). But 
Bier does not clearly state that these documents are rendered version of a web page would be 
stored in a server and the action modifies the information to be presented as the web page, the 
page being stored in a server. Crowcroft discloses a client/server system, such as the Internet, 
which includes web pages and web pages being stored in the server (page 4, line 7). It would 
have been obvious for Bier to learn from the reference and to further implement a client/server 
system such as the Internet, wherein the documents and the items would be multiple web pages 
as displayed in Figures 5. Bier does disclose that documents are changed and these documents 
would include web pages. Hence, these web pages would require a client/server system as 
mentioned in Crowcroft, wherein the rendered web pages based on the requests made by the user 
through the menu in Figure 5a would be stored in server, as is the case for web pages in a 
client/server system. One skilled in the art, at the time of the invention, would have been 
motivated to learn from the reference to add on the client/server system through which the user 
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would display the documents or the web pages and wherein the versions of the rendered web 
pages and the actions for modifying the web pages would be processed in the server and then 
stored there. 

Referring to claim 24, Bier discloses that the display includes documents, including text 
and graphics, wherein the user interface element which is moveable is used to select objects 
within these documents to be modified (column 14, lines 42-45). Bier does not explicitly state 
the presence of an Intemet browser, as recited in the claims. Crowcroft discloses a client 
programs which access pages from the server and display them in HTML format on the Intemet 
(page 4, line 7). It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art, at the time of the invention 
to leam from the reference and implement a client/server system, such as the Internet, which 
would include Intemet browser displays. Bier's inclusion of all documents with text and 
graphics does in fact include web pages. Hence, with the documents being web pages, a 
client/server system such as is taught by Crowcroft would be needed to carry out the invention, 
with the Intemet browser being provided as the display for these web page documents. One 
skilled in the art at the time of the invention would have been motivated to leara from the 
reference and implement the documents through a client/server system, such as the Intemet. 
4. Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bier and "HP 
Announces Commerce Centre For Asia Pacific". 

Referring to claim 34, Bier does not explicitly state a "buy" operation, as recited in the 
claims. Bier does state that the options are based on the item that is selected. The HP commerce 
article teaches allowing users to carry out a transaction; wherein this transaction can only be 
completed after the user chooses an item (page 2, lines 6-10). It would have been obvious to one 
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skilled in the art, at the time of the invention, that the user would have an operation such as buy. 
Based on the document and the item being selected, a user choosing an item to buy this item, as 
disclosed in the HP commerce article would want this operation to be an option. Hence, for user 
satisfaction allowing the user to have the options that they would need to buy a selected item. 
One skilled in the art, would have been motivated to leara from the HP commerce article and 
provide the options that a user may want to carry out the transactions they desire concerning a 
selected item, the operation thereby being a "buy" operation, 

5. Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bier and 
"Microsoft Word 97 for Windows". 

Referring to claim 35, Bier does not specifically state a spellcheck operation, as recited in 
the claims. "Microsoft Word 97 for Windows" does disclose a menu with a spellcheck 
operation, required for documents with text (page 6, lines 1-5). It would have been obvious for 
one skilled in the art, at the time of the invention to learn from the reference and implement a 
spellcheck operation. As seen in "Microsoft Word 97 for Windows", the spellcheck operation is 
open for text documents and hence would be needed to format the documents discussed in Bier's 
disclosure. One skilled in the art would have been motivated to learn from the reference and 
implement a spellcheck operation for formatting a document. 

6. Claim 47 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bier and 
"DHTML Basics". 

Referring to claim 47, Bier does not disclose using DHTML DIV element to implement 
the user interface element, as recited in the claims. "DHTML Basics" discloses that with 
DHTML and the DIV tags, elements within the HTML format can be dynamically manipulated 
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(page 2, lines 21-22). It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art, at the time of the 
invention to learn from "DHTML Basics" and implements a means for providing dynamically 
rendered documents, as is the case in Bier*s disclosure, where documents are automatically 
rendered based on the formatting done by the user. Hence, one skilled in the art would have 
been motivated to learn from "DHTML Basics" to implement a means for manipulating HTML 
documents dynamically. 
Response to Claim Changes 

The Examiner acknowledges Applicant's amendments to claims 5 and 6 to better specify the 
claimed inventions. All claims are rejected under 35 U. S. C. 102 and 103 as being obvious over 
prior arts. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicants arguments filed 12/8/03 have been fully considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 1 1(c) to consider 
these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach a 
system having a user interface element that is used to select a displayed item. 

Responses to this action should be mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Washington D.C. 20231, If applicant desires to fax a response, (703) 746-7238 
may be used for formal After Final communications, (703) 746-7239 for Official 
communications, or (703) 746-7240 for Non-Official or draft communications. NOTE: A 
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Request for Continuation (Rule 60 or 62) cannot be faxed. Please label "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT" for informal facsimile communications. For after final responses, please label 
"AFTER FINAL" or "EXPEDITED PROCEDURE" on the document. Hand-delivered 
responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor 
(Receptionist). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Namitha Pillai whose telephone number is (703) 305-7691 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (703) 308-31 16. 

All Intemet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Intemet communications where there exists a possibility that 
sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly 
signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S. C. 122. This is more clearly 
set forth in the Interim Intemet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and 
Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3800. 



Namitha Pillai 
Assistant Examiner 
Art Unit 2173 
February 20, 2004 




